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remove the feeling of estrangement. The chief postulate of
knowledge is that reality is knowable. It is involved in
experience and is neither prior to it nor deduced from it. The
old rivalry between idealism and realism arose out of abstract-
ing mind from matter, and regarding each as a tbing-in-itself
existing in its own right. The realist says that things alone
are real, that experiencing makes no difference to the facts
experienced and that the relations are external. The idealist
says that a thing is only a mental construction and that there
is no reality, but thinking makes it so. While subjective
idealism ignores the reality of the external object, realism
ignores the synthetic activity of thought. Modern thinkers
are inclined to reconcile the differences between the two from
various points of view. Neo-realism and traditional idealism
affirm the existence of a world that is common to all minds.
The principle of relativity recognizes the activity of the
observer of the space-time continuum, and is said to support
idealism in the sense that it makes knowledge an internal
relation. The duality of the subject-object relation is the
bedrock of logical experience. The relations are not external
to the terms related, but are relevant and organic. They are
more like the relation between the hand and the fingers than
that between the hand and a piece of paper held by it. When
the realist says that thoughts subsist logically and are as real
as the things that exist, he approaches idealism. The idealist
has to recognize the reality of social objects and inter-subjec-
tive intercourse and thus fall into line with the realist. The
view of certain modern realists who refer to the organic inter-
relation of processes and explain objects as unities which are
self-identical, is nearly the same as the view of the idealists
who affirm the reality of the universal as the life-blood of
rational thought. The modern realist tries to know the